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What I Love Most About Dogs

WHAT  
I LOVE  
MOST  
ABOUT 
DOGS

By: 
Michael Novakovich, 
Director of Business  
Development, TCCC

F
or my 
wife Shannon and I, our 
pups are our kids. We have had pairs 
of Boxers for the last twenty years. First, there was 

Dempsey, and then Apollo, Cassius, and now Marciano 
and Primo. They go everywhere and do everything with us. 

When Dempsey was eleven years old he was diagnosed with 
cancer. Truly a devastator. We worked with the Veterinary 
Teaching Hospital at WSU in Pullman in conjunction with 
our local vet. Cancer took Dempsey’s life very quickly. 
The impact it had on my wife and I was deep. He was 
one of our “boys.” Our home seemed so empty with the 
sound of only one set of toenails clicking on the tile floor.

We mourned the loss of Demps and when the time was right 
we decided to get his little brother, Apollo, a playmate. Enter 
Cassius. Apollo and Cassius quickly bonded and we had 
our hands full with two energetic Boxers. Life was great! 

Shortly after Cassius’ 4th birthday his behavior changed. 
This dog could eat and was always ready for his next meal! 
Oddly, he began to lose his appetite. We took him to see 
our vet who ran some tests. They had a hunch as to what 
might be going on, but we needed to wait for the results to 
come back from the lab to verify. We got the call… cancer. 
How could this be? Cassius was so young and healthy. 

We immediately  
contacted WSU and Cassius  
began chemotherapy treatment for lymphoma.  
He had weekly visits and treatments with our local vet 
followed by numerous trips to Pullman. We researched 
everything we could get our hands on to beat the odds that 
this disease would take our little guy’s life. Shannon found 
healthy recipes to make special cancer fighting meals for 
Cassius. They included ingredients such as organic chicken, 
beef liver, broccoli, flaxseed oil and fish oil (omega 3 fatty 
acid). Call us crazy dog people, but we gave him purified 
water to drink as well (still do with our current critters).

Cassius’ cancer went into remission and was in remission 
for nearly ten months. You wouldn’t have known he was 
sick or under treatment. He acted like a healthy Boxer 
pup! Unfortunately, he came out of remission shortly before 
Christmas. More trips to Pullman, new chemotherapy drugs 
and a whole lot of praying on our part. Cancer took our 
little guy’s life late January of 2012 when we were in 
Pullman making a last ditch effort to get more time with 
Cassius. It wasn’t to be. Even now it’s heartbreaking thinking 
about the loss of Dempsey and Cassius to cancer.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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What I Love Most About Dogs (continued)

They had a hunch 
as to what might be 

going on, but we 
needed to wait for 
the results to come 
back from the lab 
to verify. We got 
the call…cancer.

For me personally, there is a connection 
between my “boys” and my work at 
the Tri-Cities Cancer Center. I have lost 
loved ones to cancer, I have had friends 
who have beaten the disease and even 
now I have a little sister who is battling 
breast cancer. But it was the journey 
with my pups that showed me how 
valuable it is to have a supportive team 
of professionals in your corner should a 
cancer diagnosis find its way into your 
life. Our local vet, our oncologists at 
WSU and all of the support staff that 
cared for Dempsey and Cassius were 
amazing. They knew our names and 
they loved our “boys.” This is something 
I carried with me when I came to the 
Cancer Center nearly three years ago. 

Turns out our team of clinicians and 
support personnel have the same passion 
for our patients and their families. I am 
part of a team that provides support; 
we are in our patient’s corner.

There is a lot to be learned from our four 
legged friends. My wife and I asked 
our oncologist to learn what they could 
from Cassius after he passed. Our hope 
was that research performed on Cassius 
might keep others from experiencing 
the loss of a companion pet to cancer. 
Turns out the unfortunate occurrence of 
canine cancer can also help researchers 
develop new treatments for people. 
That is what I love most about dogs, 
they continually enrich our lives. ❋ 

For more information on the Canine Cancer 
Connection, read our article on Comparative 
Oncology, page 4.

PICTURED ON PAGE 2: 
Shannon and Michael Novakovich  

with dogs Primo and Marciano

PICTURED ABOVE: 
Michael's boxer, Cassius

PICTURED AT RIGHT: 
Shannon with Dempsey and Apollo
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What is Comparative Oncology?

Pets are such a large part of our lives. It is estimated the average 
U.S. household spends over $500 on pet food a year. Even 
when spending at restaurants dropped during the recent recession 
(December 2007 – June 2009), spending on pet food stayed 
constant.1 So is it surprising that when our pets get sick we are 
more than willing to pursue cures at great costs; both personal 
and financial? This often means seeking a cure for cancer for our 
beloved animals. 

Many of you have probably known someone whose pet has 
been diagnosed with cancer or, perhaps you have experienced 
such yourself. Estimates indicate that there are roughly six million 
new cancer diagnoses made in dogs and a similar number in cats 
made each year. This large number of cancer cases has brought 
about a new science; comparative oncology.

Comparative Oncology is the study of naturally occurring cancers 
in companion or production animals as models for human disease. 
Particularly important is the companion animal; their life span is such 
that three to four generations can be studied by one researcher and 
their environment reflects most closely that of their human counterpart. 
The National Cancer Institute states our companion animal’s 
malignancies share many features with human cancers; specifically 
osteosarcoma (OSA), prostate, breast, non-Hodgkins Lymphoma, 
melanoma, soft tissue sarcomas, and cancers of the head & neck.2 

Research has shown genetic and behavioral similarities, even 
identical phenomena, between human and animal tumors. Let’s 

consider OSA for example. It is prevalent in large breed dogs and 
it occurs in its most aggressive form in the long bones of younger 
dogs. We know large breed dogs experience significant growth 
spurts in their first few years. Now consider the epidemiology of 
OSA in humans; most typically found in tall children during growth 
spurts and presenting in the long bones (NCCN, 2012). 

Like our companion animals, the disease is aggressive. Just 20 
years ago, 80% of human osteosarcoma patients died of their 
disease. Though the cure rate is now 75%, cure is often achieved 
by amputation coupled with some very toxic chemotherapy 
(NCCN 2012). It is the hope of researchers in OSA Comparative 
Oncology that new and novel treatments can be developed for 
both the human and companion animal patient.

As new therapies are developed towards the treatment of OSA in 
our canine companions, efficacy, dosing and side effect mitigation 
can be advanced prior to the engagement of a human clinical trial.  
Our beloved pets have an opportunity for cutting edge treatments 
and hopefully we can see an increase in survival of this devastating 
disease for both humans and dogs in the near future.

How a Tragedy Becomes a Legacy
No one wants to hear it: “I’m sorry, your dog has cancer.” You are 
now faced with difficult choices regarding treatment, none of which 
are easy and, depending on the type of cancer, rarely curative. 
And all too often the inevitable day comes when you must choose 
the day to end your loving pet’s life. 

Now there is an opportunity to make something of this; something 
other than sheer loss. Talk to your vet about tumor tissue samples 
to research. The University of Minnesota Modiano Labs, the Broad 
Institute, Ohio State University Veterinary School, North Carolina 
State University Veterinary School and many others are all in need 
of canine or feline tumor samples to assist in research. For example, 
Modiano Labs asks for, and pays to transport, blood and tissue 
samples from osteosarcoma, hemangiomas and lymphomas. ❋

Check their website for information on submitting tissue samples to 
many research programs as well as clinical trials currently open for 
our beloved pets with cancer:  
modianolab.org/studyInfo/studyInfo_index.shtml

By Joan Stewart, RT(T), BA HCA, Clinical Services Project Coordinator, Tri-Cities Cancer Center
WHAT IS COMPARATIVE ONCOLOGY?

REFERENCES
1. US Dept of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics webpage 

http://www.bls.gov/opub/btn/volume-2/spending-on-pets.htm 

2. National Cancer Institute, Center for Cancer Research web page 
https://ccrod.cancer.gov/confluence/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=46137977 



SERVING OUR 
COMMUNITY
Founded in 1994 as the radiation oncology 
service of Kadlec Regional Medical 
Center, Lourdes Health Network and 
Trios Health, the Tri-Cities Cancer Center 
has grown to be the community’s leader 
in cancer prevention, early detection, 
world-class treatment and survivorship.

Our mission is to provide the best cancer 
care for patients by working with key 
specialists, our owner hospitals, volunteers 
and our community. We are the regional 
provider of comprehensive cancer solutions. 
We are your Tri-Cities Cancer Center.

2015 GOVERNING BOARD

John Serle 
CHAIR

Susan Kreid 
VICE CHAIR

P. Donna Vance 
SECRETARY & TREASURER

Tim Doyle  
Phil Gallagher
Dr. Iyad Hamarneh
Dr. Basir Haque
Glen Marshall
Jeff Petersen
Dr. Kevin Taylor
Rand Wortman

ADMINISTRATION

Chuck DeGooyer
Michele Caron
Vicki Dehler
Dr. Sue Mandell 
Elizabeth McLaughlin
Michael Novakovich
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Survivor Celebration! & Bark for Life

LUXURY FACIALS
Sunny Almeida from Aesthetic Journey 
will welcome you into our aromatherapy-
filled spa room and provide a 50-minute 
facial that will leave you revived, refreshed, 
and with a healthy glow. Enjoy being 
pampered by Sunny as she provides this 
complimentary luxury facial.

HAIR & WIG STYLING
Franki Anderson from Franki & Co. 
will assist patients who have lost their 
hair from cancer treatment with selecting 
a complimentary wig and provide 
personalized wig styling. You will look 
great when you walk out!

TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT, CALL (509) 737-3420
SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT

We are celebrating Survivors on Friday, June 19th from 
5:00 – 6:30 pm at the Tri-Cities Cancer Center! All cancer 
Survivors and their families welcome. Join us for a free BBQ 
with all the fixins’, games and prizes! Come learn about 
the new things happening at your Tri-Cities Cancer Center. 
Survivors, we look forward to seeing you on the 19th!

Join the Tri-Cities Cancer Center as we 
partner with the American Cancer Society 
for their 4th Annual Bark For Life event! Bring 
your four-legged friend and walk for a 
cure. Buy a memorial bone in memory of a 
canine companion, watch demonstrations, 
visit with vendors and enjoy games and the 
company of other dog lovers! 

Bark for life is a fundraising event that 
honors the caregiving qualities of our 

canine “Best Friends.” Monies raised 
contribute to finding cancer cures through 
the American Cancer Society.  

› $25 Pre-Registration Fee
› $30 Day-of Registration Fee 
› $5 Each Additional Dog

Visit relayforlife.org/barkcolumbiariverwa 
for more information or call Karolyn 
Friday at (509) 521-4637.

FRIDAY, JUNE 19TH 
5:00 – 6:30pm 

Tri-Cities Cancer Center

SUNDAY, JUNE 14TH

NOON – 3:00pm 
Howard Amon Park, Richland

SURVIVOR CELEBRATION!

Please note: These services are for patients currently undergoing cancer treatment.



Tri-Cities Cancer Center » June 20156 www.tccancer.org  |  509-783-9894Tri-Cities Cancer Center » June 2015

FEATURED JUNE EVENTS
Featured June Events

PRESENTATION: ORAL HYGIENE FOR CANCER PATIENTS 

PRESENTER: Kendra Crow, Dental Hygiene Student, CBC 
DATE: Tuesday, June 2nd from 3:00 – 4:00 pm

Come learn about the special needs of a patient’s mouth while he/she 
is going through cancer treatment. Taking extra care of your mouth 
and gums is essential to minimize the side effects of chemotherapy 
and even radiation treatments if area being radiated is in the head 
and neck area. You will learn tips on keeping your mouth fresh and 
clean while minimizing and soothing some of the side effects. Please 
RSVP by May 28th.

PRESENTATION: THE BENEFITS OF PLANT-BASED 
PROTEIN IN CANCER PREVENTION
PRESENTER: Andrea O'Brien 
DATE: Wednesday, June 10th from 3:00 – 4:00 pm

Young or old everyone is interested in cancer prevention. Come 
learn about dietary changes that may be important for cancer 
prevention. Please RSVP by June 8th.

BIKIN' 4 BOOBZ
WHEN: Saturday, June 13th from 8:30 am – 5:00 pm 
WHERE: Billy's Bullpen, Kennewick
Bikin’ 4 Boobz is back! Support breast cancer awareness with a bike-run 
and fundraiser ending at Billy’s Bullpen! Kick stands up at 10:00 am with 
5 stops! Pre-register for $15 ($5 for an additional rider). Enjoy music by 2 
Slim & The Draggers, BBQ, raffle, vendors, and a live auction. For more 
information contact Debbey at (509) 586-9464.

LOOK GOOD...FEEL BETTER® 

FACILITATOR: Robyn Stradley
DATE: Wednesday, June 17th from 10:00 am – Noon
Robyn will teach women going through cancer treatment how 
to cope with skin changes and hair loss that can result from 
cancer treatment. She will instruct participants in application of 
cosmetics (a complimentary cosmetic kit is provided) and how to 
disguise hair loss, including eyebrows. Sponsored by the American 
Cancer Society & Tri-Cities Cancer Center Foundation. PRE-
REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED. Please call (509) 737-3427 to 
RSVP. May register up to the day of the class.

PRESENTATION: TAKING CARE OF THE CAREGIVER
PRESENTER: LeAnne Turnbull, Lead Case Manager, 
SE Washington Aging & Long Term Care 
DATE: Thursday, June 18th from Noon-1:00 pm

Caring for an aged loved one can be both mentally and physically 
exhausting. Too much to do…too little time…and absolutely no 
time for yourself. Lead Case Manager, LeAnne Turnbull will be 
exploring caregiver supports with aging and long term care.  
Lunch provided with RSVP. Please RSVP by June 15th.

TOBACCO CESSATION 

PRESENTER: Gretchen Saunders, RN 
DATE: Friday, June 19th from 1:00 – 2:30 pm 
This program will help you identify triggers, come up with ways 
to beat them, and discuss the use of stress reduction and nicotine 
replacement therapy. First time participants will be offered the 
choice of nicotine replacement patches or nicotine gum. PRE-
REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED. Please call (509) 737-3427 to 
RSVP. May register up to the day of the class. 

PRESENTATION: BREAST RECONSTRUCTION
PRESENTER: Karen Vaniver, MD, FACS 
DATE: Wednesday, June 24th from Noon-1:00 pm

Come spend an hour with Dr. Karen Vaniver as she explores 
various options for patients after a breast cancer diagnosis.  
Nationally acclaimed as one of the top surgeons in her 
field. Dr. Vaniver’s practice is located at Lourdes West Pasco. 
Lunch provided with RSVP. Please RSVP by June 22nd.

TEXAS ROADHOUSE MEN’S CLUB FUNDRAISER
WHEN: Thursday, June 25th from Noon – 1:30 pm 
WHERE: Texas Roadhouse, Kennewick
Join us at Texas Roadhouse in Kennewick for a great cause benefitting 
LOCAL cancer patients and their families. Hosted by the Tri-Cities 
Cancer Center Men’s Club, this lunch features delicious pulled pork 
sandwich, two sides, and a non-alcoholic drink. Tickets are $15 and 
can be purchased by calling Babe Nyberg at (509) 737-3434 or a 
member of the Men’s Club.

RSVP for presentations by calling (509) 737-3427 or visit tccancer.org. Presentations offered at no cost unless otherwise stated.



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2
CRAFTS &

CONVERSATION wc & RR 
($5 fee foR this class) 
9:00 am-11:00 am

PRESENTATION:  
ORAL HYGIENE wc & RR 
3:00 pm-4:00 pm

3
UNITY YOGA 

(524 lee blvd, Richland) 
9:30 am-10:30 am

OVARIAN CANCER 
TOGETHER-SUPPORT 

GROUP fs

1:00 pm-2:00 pm

4 5
 
 

BREAST CANCER 
SUPPORT GROUP  fs

9:00 am-11:00 am

6

7
 
 

LARYNGECTOMEE 
SUPPORT GROUP wc

1:15 pm-3:00 pm

8
 

WOMEN'S GUILD 
MONTHLY MEETING wc

(all welcome) 
10:00 am-11:00 am

9
 
 

MEN'S CLUB
MONTHLY MEETING wc 

7:30 am-8:30 am

10
PRESENTATION:  

PLANT-BASED PROTEIN 
wc & RR 

3:00 pm-4:00 pm

WARRIOR 
SISTERHOOD fs

5:30 pm-7:00 pm

11 12 13
 
 

BIKIN' 4 BOOBZ
BILLY'S BULLPEN - $15 

8:30 am-5:00 pm

14 15 16 17
 
 

LOOK GOOD...
FEEL BETTER™ fcr 

(pre-registration required) 
10:00 am-NOON

18
 
 

PRESENTATION: 
TAKING CARE OF THE 
CAREGIVER wc & RR

NOON-1:00 pm

19
BREAST CANCER 

SUPPORT GROUP  fs

9:00 am-11:00 am

TOBACCO CESS. fcr

1:00 pm-2:30 pm

SURVIVOR 
CELEBRATION! BBQ fcr

5:00 pm-6:30 pm

20

21 22 23 24
PRESENTATION: BREAST 
RECONSTRUCTION WC & RR

NOON-1:00 pm

LYMPH-MULT-MYELOMA 
SUPPORT GROUP fs

4:00 pm-5:00 pm

25
 

TEXAS ROADHOUSE 
MEN'S CLUB  
FUNDRAISER

TEXAS ROADHOUSE - $15 
NOON-1:30 pm

26 27

28 29 30
Reservations can 
be made by calling 
(509) 737-3427  
or visiting online  
at TCCancer.org

WC .......... WELLNESS CENTER
RR .......... RESERVATIONS REQUIRED
RC .......... RESOURCE CENTER

EVENT INFORMATION KEY
Al l classes offered free of Charge at the Tri -Cit ies Cancer Center unless otherwise noted.

FS ........... FIRESIDE ROOM
LIB .......... L IBRARY
FCR ......... FOUNDATION CONFERENCE ROOM

START YOUR DAY WITH  
LATTE LOVIN ESPRESSO!
Say hello and stop by for excellent 
espresso, tasty breakfast items, 
sandwiches, wraps, salads and more. 

Free delivery on orders to patients 
being seen on our campus. OPEN MON-FRI, 8am-1:30pm
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June 2015 Calendar of Events
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